FUR AND FEATHER WASTE.
61
Goose and swan : the feathers are plucked from the waste pieces and used for stuffing muffs. Powder-puffs may be made from larger pieces.
Grebe: wings joined to heads, or half small wings, make handsome ornaments for bonnets of seal and rabbit-skin, or of seal and musk.
Considerable quantities of waste feathers of all kinds are used for stuffing mattresses, cushions, etc.
Hare: the ears of hares are frequently set together, i.e. stitched near together on linen, and used in making hunting-mittens and caps. The process is, however, not to be recommended. The hatmaker takes all the rest, with the exception of the black pieces, which may occasionally be sold *to toy-makers.
Ermine scraps are frequently bought in order to make imitation tips; but this is only done when the pieces are fine and of good size, and ermine skins are very dear.
Polecat: the scraps are bought by the Greeks to make linings; the heads, when preserved, on account of the expression, are used for ornamenting hunting-muffs ; also, when cut into triangular pieces, for the mosaic covers of opera-baskets. The tails are used in brushmaking.
Babbit-skins: the heads of large skins are put together to make wristbands, those of small skins for trimmings. Large sides may often be put together to make collars. All the rest, with the exception of the black portions, is used by the tjatmakers. Enormous quantities of rabbit-skins are now converted into furs in imitation of the skins of other animals.
Cat-skins produce little waste. Good cat-skins when damaged may be used as tips in white rabbit muffs. Tails are practically of no value.
Lynx: the feet may be made into cheap trimmings. There is practically no other waste.
Marten : the foreheads may be used for the mosaic covers of opera-baskets, as also the throats, which may be used together with the feet for linings similar to sable, but heavier.